The Evangel–JULY 2025
FROM THE PASTOR
From the Pastor’s Desk,
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Hello again, everyone!  I’m so glad to have the opportunity to send you this little letter.  Summer has begun, and for many of you, it feels like business as usual.  However, for several families, it represents a significant change.  Let me remind you of the words of King Solomon in the book of Ecclesiastes.  King Solomon, known as the wises man, received his wisdom from God.  In Chapter 3, verse 12, we are reminded that “there is nothing better for people than to be happy and do good while they live.”  It continues with, “That each of them may eat and drink and find satisfaction in all their toil—this is the gift of God.”  Can you imagine that having a great time is part of God’s plan?  Enjoying summer is included!  This summer, let’s remembers to play, eat, and drink, but we should also find satisfaction in our work and accomplish something meaningful.  Most importantly, we are called to do good!  This is where many of us often struggle.  I encourage you to have a wonderful summer and take advice from the wisest man in the world: do good for someone today, tomorrow, and every day you can!  I hope to see you all soon at the UCC fish fry and ACC/UCC VBS!  Have a fantastic summer!
In Christ,
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Pastor Jason Collier
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PASTOR VISITS AND PRAYER LIST
Please let us know if you would like Pastor Jason to call on you or if you need to be on our prayer list. You may call Pastor Jason’s cell 563-343-3390 at any time; church answering machine: 319-657-3020 or Teri’s cell 319-461-6608.  
ACC FOOD PANTRY 
[image: image5.wmf]The Ainsworth Community Church Food Pantry continues to serve families in need. If you know someone in need of food, contact Brenda at 319-461-1637 or Kathi at 319-461-1339 to make arrangements or receive answers to eligibility questions.

[image: image6.png]



LECTIONARY SCRIPTURE –  JULY 2025
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LECTIONARY SCRIPTURE SUMMER 2025                                                       
Jeremiah (6 weeks): see Steed Davidson’s 2021 series

• 7/06/2025: Jeremiah 29:1, 4-14 (Letter to the Exiles) 

  Accompanying text: John 16:7-15 (The Sending of the Paraclete)
• 7/13/2025: Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15 Planting and Building 

  Accompanying text: John 4:34-38 (Fields Ready for Harvest)
• 7/20/2025: Jeremiah 33:14-18; 31:31-34 Messiah and New Covenant 

Accompanying text: John 17:1-8 (The Glorification of the Son
Revelation (7 weeks): new commentaries to be posted in June
· 7/27/2025: Revelation 1:4-8 (Greetings and 1st Vision) 
    Accompanying text: John 8:13-20 (Jesus' Testimony)
WORSHIP: ALWAYS ON FACEBOOK             
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You may watch our worship services on Facebook at: “Ainsworth Community Church”. You may watch this live or any time that is convenient for you. You can even go back to previous services. Call Pastor Jason if you have any problems finding it.
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL, 7/7/25 – 7/10/25 
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UCC and ACC Vacation Bible School will be held from Monday, 7/7/25 – Thursday, 7/10/25 at the United  Church of Crawfordsville from 5PM – 7:30PM.  We are so excited to sing, play and learn about Christ with the kids from our community.  Bring your kids for a great experience, with lots of fun.  We will feed them and then have a snack on the way out.  Thursday, July 10 will be family night.  We also invite the children to sing and tell what they learned at UCC and ACC worship on July 13.  UCC at 9AM and ACC at 10:30AM.  You can click on the QR code below to register:                      
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THE SATURDAY KITCHEN AT UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
FREE meal at 11:30 AM every Saturday at the United Presbyterian Church at 209 East Main St., Washington, Iowa (between Goodwill & Korner Kremery).  All are welcome!  Saturday Kitchen is a shared outreach of local churches and community groups. 
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WASHINGTON FARMERS MARKET
Join us weekly on Thursday evenings from May to October for the Washington Farmers Market.  Our  products are locally grown, baked and produced.  We’re bringing back the featured Food Trucks, as well as special events! 
WHEELCHAIR VAN AVAILABILITY
For anyone and everyone, there is a wheelchair van (we call it Chris’s van) at the Hospice of Washington County office.   This is free to use for anyone who would like to use it.  There is a wheelchair in the van that connects automatically to the van!.  This is being provided our of love by the Ainsworth Community Church.  Please pass it on to your church folks.  In order to use this van, you simply need to call Hospice of Washington County (319) 653-7321, or stop in the during regular office hours (8AM-4PM, M-F).
UCC FISH FRY ON JULY 5, 2025
The Annual UCC Fish Fry will be held on July 5, 2025 from 4PM to 6:30PM at the United Church of Crawfordsville.  They will be serving fish, chicken, tator tots, baked beans, mac & cheese, desserts, lemonade, tea and water.  Free will donation, with all proceeds divided between local food banks and local missions.  
GUEST SPEAKER AT UCC/ACC ON JULY 20, 2025
Guest Speaker, Joy Fopma will be at UCC and ACC on Sunday, July 20, 2025 to speak with the congregations about human trafficking of women.  She will be at UCC at 9:00AM and ACC at 10:30AM.  There will be a potluck lunch @12:30PM at UCC for both churches.  Joy Fopma will be there to answer any questions.

DISCUSSION OF LEAVING THE PRESBYTERY
Members of Session have had several discussions about leaving the Presbytery and would like feedback from the congregation.  If you have any questions regarding this, please contact a member of Session.  The current members are Jason Collier, Betty Bean, Steve Graves, Oscar Steele and JoAnn Torpey.  There will be an informal meeting of the congregation to start the conversation and get feedback on Sunday, July 13, 2025 immediately following the morning service.
BUDGET REPORT – 6/16/25
	Income
	$13,996.89
	Expenses
	$8,561.44

	General Fund
	$49,812.53
	Building Fund
	$15,453.69

	Memorial Fund
	$39,014.27
	Need/month for budget
	$8,652.24
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2) *Zach & Rachel Carstensen; 4) Norma White; 6) Kevin Ornduff; 11) Brad Skubal; 12) Alan Temple; 
13) *Neal & Karen Megchelsen; 14) Alexa Miller; Jason Anderson; 17) *Brian & Anna Chalupa; 
19) Maggie Edwards; 21) Alec Ornduff; 23) Oscar Steele; 24) Alan Edmondson, Jenny Yoder, 
Mitch Edgar; *Joel & Angela Hazelett; 28) *Oscar & Wynne Steele; 30) Betty Thompson
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Joys: We are grateful for the gift of our Savior. Serving Our Country: We say “Thank You!” to members and their families serving our country. 
SESSION HIGHLIGHTS FOR JUNE 2025 
Highlights of the June meeting: Treasurer’s Report: Bills were submitted and approved for audit.  Committee Reports: Worship: Nothing to report.  Christian Education: Vacation Bible School will be held at the United Church of Crawfordsville on Monday, July 7, 2025 – Thursday, July 10, 2025 from 5PM-7:30PM.  We will feed them and have a snack on the way out.  Thursday, July 10 will be family night.  We also invited the children to sing and tell what they learned at UCC and ACC worship on Sunday, July 13.  UCC at 9AM and ACC at 10:30AM   Membership/Nurture: A gift was given to Shaylynn Kirk in remembrance of her dad Shane.  A funeral dinner was served following the funeral of Bertie Miller. Property: Jason will contact the Property Committee to get some estimates for cutting down the sycamore tree. Mission: In March the Mission Committee served 8 families (20 individuals).  They received 12 lbs. of sausage from the Pork Producers.  Taylor Kivde gave a variety of pork products.  In Aprill the Mission Committee served 10 families (27 individuals).  In May the Mission Committee served 8 families (16 individuals). Nominating Committee: Nothing to report. Pastor’s Report:  In April, Jason attended Walk to Emmaus and Joan Rogers from Pulpit Supply filled the pulpit.  He also presided over the memorial service for Jim Buck at Jones Funeral Home.  Good Friday service was held at ACC.  In May, Jason presided over the memorial service for Bertie Miller at ACC.  He was on vacation from May 23 – June 5.
Old Business:  Discussion about leaving the Presbytery.
New Business:  The Appreciation Dinner to thank those who donated toward building updates that was scheduled for May 3, 2025 from 5pm-7pm in the ACC Fellowship Hall had to be rescheduled.  Jason is working with Sherry Stout on a new date.  A new logo for the church needs to be created.  JoAnn Torpey’s daughter-in-law is a graphic artist and has said she would design our logo, but she needs ideas on what we would like.  ACC Session approved Joy Fopma as a guest speaker on Sunday, July 20, 2025.  Session approved the purchase of two new fire extinguishers for the parsonage.  Teri will contact Bill Wagner to get this completed.  Session approved building funds to be used for work to be done around the church and parsonage, and encouraged the Property Committee to get estimates and move forward with hiring someone for the following: removal of the sycamore tree;  cleaning the parsonage gutters and install gutter guards; hire someone to fix the parsonage back door; and someone to tear down the old garage on the parsonage property and put in a small shed in its place.
CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR JULY 2025 
Wed., July 2: Youth group at Bethel @ 7PM
Fri., July 4: INDEPENDENCE DAY

Sat., July 5:  UCC Fish Fry from 4PM to 7PM at the United Church of Crawfordsville
Sun., July 6: COMMUNION; ACC Worship @10:30AM
Mon., July 7- Thu., July 10: Vacation Bible School for ACC and UCC youth @UCC, 5PM-7:30PM, Family Night on Thursday, July 10.

Wed., July 9: Youth group at Bethel @ 7PM
Sun., July 13: ACC Worship @10:30AM; ACC youth will sing and tell what they learned at VBS.

Mon., July 14: ACC Session @7PM in North Church Office

Tue., July 15: “Card Club” w/Brenda Bean @4:30PM in the ACC Fellowship Hall

Wed., July 16: Youth group at Bethel @ 7PM
Sun., July 20: ACC Worship @10:30AM; Guest Speaker Joy Fopma, Potluck lunch at UCC @12:30PM for both churches.  Joy Fopma will be there to answer questions.
Wed., July 23: Youth group at Bethel @ 7PM
Sun., July 27: ACC Worship @10:30AM
Wed., July 30: Youth group at Bethel @ 7PM
Worship Time

Sunday Worship: 10:30 AM, South Church – 

Corner of 4th & Washington

General Ministry of Congregation

Pastor Jason Collier: Home: 319-658-3013; Cell: 563-343-3390.
Email: jwcyouth@gmail.com
Church Office: AinsworthChurch@gmail.com

Phone: 319-657-3020


PO Box 40, 318 4th Street, Ainsworth, IA 52201


Facebook: Ainsworth Community Church 


Web: http://ainsworthchurch.org Twitter: AinsworthCC

Secretary: Teri Russell, Cell: 319-461-6608


Email: babygirl.9177@yahoo.com
Organist: Linda McNeil; Jenny Yoder (substitute)

Custodian: Abigail Drost, providentiallyblessed@hotmail.com

Treasurer: Colleen Bean, 319-461-0617

Financial Secretary: Jessica Diers, % PO Box 40


Ainsworth, IA 52201

Mission Committee: Kathi: 319-461-1339; Brenda: 319-461-1637; 

Ann: 319-330-0348
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Ainsworth Community Church

PO Box 40

322 Washington Street

Ainsworth, IA 52201

Electronic Service Requested


Ainsworth Community Church is a Presbyterian Church (USA) congregation. Aligned with United Church of Crawfordsville since April 1, 2013.


We are the community church. We hope you will come and join us in one or more of these activities: Morning Worship Service, Youth Fellowship, Bible Studies, Women’s Group, and much more.
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